




SEÇÃO 1

The ideia

After a year in South Africa I decided to portray not just the 
homeless but also ordinary people living in slums (here called 
"Townships") and people living in roadsides and survive 
asking for money, providing services or selling products for 
those who go through there.

 Unemployed?

 No, people who use creativity and necessity as a way to 
survive. 

Workers, artists, artisans, struggling? 

Humans... 

                                                                    Alexandre Suplicy
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SEÇÃO 2

The Art to survivor  on the street
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"Happiness is when what 
you think, what you say, 
and what you do are in 

harmony"

Mahatma Ghandi





“If you talk to a man in a 
language he understands, that 
goes to his head. If you talk to 
him in his language, that goes 

to his heart”

Nelson Mandela
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“You can judge a society 
by how they treat their 

weakest members"

Mahatma Ghandi
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"No one is born hating another 
person because of the color of his 

skin, or his background, or his 
religion. People must learn to hate, 
and if they can learn to hate, they 

can be taught to love, for love comes 
more naturally to the human heart 

than its opposite"

Nelson Mandela





"We are not loved by 
being good. We're good 
because we are loved"

Desmond Tutu





"There are still people who do 
not know when it arises, where 
will the next meal and there are 

hungry children who weep."

Nelson  Mandela







"A good head and good heart 
are always a formidable 

combination. But when you 
add to that a literate tongue 

or pen, then you have 
something very special"

Nelson  Mandela







"Be the change you want to 
see in the world"

Mahatma Ghandi









"Education is the most 
powerful weapon which you 
can use to change the world"

Nelson Mandela



"There is no way to peace, 
peace is the way"

Mahatma Ghandi



"There is nothing like 
returning to a place that 

remains unchanged to find 
the ways in which you 
yourself have altered"

Nelson Mandela



SEÇÃO 3

Story behind the photos
My characters are anonymous. Here I speak only 
where I knew and what they were doing.
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This man is blind. 

He is always in the city’s 
parks with his guitar. 

Note that while playing, he 
smiles. 

The mug of iron is positioned 
waiting for some change. 

How not see, he expects only 
by the sound of coins.

This photo was the first and that inspired me to dive into 
this project. 

I was returning from an appointment. It was midnight on a 
cold and rainy Saturday when I saw this man kneeling on 
the wet asphalt. 

This is a very busy street in Johannesburg. The scene 
shocked me so much. I had little time to prepare the 
camera and make the picture before the semaphore open.
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This photo was in the Rosebank Mall, one of the major malls 
in the city. 

Here are common these machines to pay for parking. 

Next to these machines, there's always someone with an 
instrument playing one song and hoping that you give spare 
change to pay.

I decided to return to the intersection where I took my first 
photograph of this project. 

I wanted to see was the same man ... But there was another in 
his place. I approached and asked if I could photograph him. 

He threatened to leave, so I offered money. He wondered 
what the purpose of the photos and was negotiating for a 
while. That surprised me, an intelligent man who knows how 
to talk and negotiate, but must pass an image of ignorant to 
get alms.
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Here was the way to the Drakensberg, a wonderful mountain 
near Lesotho.

Me and the  photographer  Bettina Fiuza stopped to 
photograph mothers and children who were washing clothes 
in a river, and soon some children came to ask for a buck They 
love being clicked and check the result.



This man called Innocent. 

It is common to find people with quaint names like this. 

They are always references to the qualities and bring a good 
energy! 

Faith, Welcome, Nice, Hope ... are examples.

Here in South Africa is rare to see a white begging, that due to 
apartheid. Regime that favored whites over 40 years and 
ended in 1994 with a multi-racial election that elected 
President Nelson Mandela.
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One thing that caught my attention in Zanzibar, Tanzania, 
was sex tourism. 

I noticed that many European, generally young and pretty 
girls, they were always walking with Massais. They are 
warriors of a semi-nomadic African ethnic group living in 
Tanzania and Kenya. 

Questioned our guide on what I saw and he confirmed that 
the girls comes behind male prostitution.
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These pictures I did in Mpumalanga, on the way to the Blyde 
River Canyon, the largest Green Canyon in the world. 

The families live in villages near the road and live from the 
artcraft.

 They make and sell the art on the roadside or in the tourism 
sights. 

How have nowhere to leave their children while working, the 
kids accompanying mothers in this routine.

These were also in the region of Mpumalanga. 

Had a craft stall on a busy street. 

I was impressed with the details and perfect work of those 
pieces of wood. Behind the tent they were skilled craftsmen.
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Often I think of Africa like Brazil. 

In Johannesburg’s traffic light have a lot of kids doing 
juggling. 

To draw the attention of drivers, some use a kind of mud on 
there face as makeup.

Another very common here art objects are made with beads. 

Here is the famous "beaded art." 

The office of these men is the sidewalk. 

Right here, they make and sell animals, Christmas ornaments, 
decorative objects. 

And they accept orders! Although I will ask them to do a 
DLSR camera. 

Then put the picture with the result!



SEÇÃO 4

About the photographer
Working 15 years in advertising. Much of this time, 
as art director. I was invited to be a partner in an 
agency function in prospecting, account manager 
and planning, where I stayed for five years. 

Then I worked with incentive marketing and 
guerrilla marketing. 

I'm married with an international correspondent for 
TV Record, Adriana Bittar. 

We live in Johannesburg, South Africa.

I have always been passionate about photography 
and here I had a chance to practice this art.

Alexandre Suplicy

alesuplicy@uol.com.br

Instagram: @alesuplicy

In this blog I tell my experience in this unique 
continent.

http://diariodaafrica.wordpress.com/
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